
Over the years, BCASW’s Perspectives magazine has featured a number of thought-provoking ethics 

articles.  In particular, the “Tough Choices” column outlines ethical dilemmas in practice. Consider using 

these materials as resources in a discussion group, to write a reflection piece, or use in consultation with 

peers.   

Perspectives Ethics Articles 

September 2011  

Must I Un-Friend Facebook? Exploring the ethics of social media  

Lisa Kays, Page 4 

Collective Ethics as a Path to Resisting ‘Burnout’ in Counselling  

Vikki Reynolds, page 6 

January 2011  

Self-Care for Social Workers: A precious commodity, an ethical imperative 

Lynda Monk, page 4 

September 2010  

Abandonment or Autonomy: Social workers perform ‘ethical jazz’ to balance both autonomy and care 

Louise Holland, page 6 

December 2007  

Difference-Centered Social Work Ethics: It stands mainstream assumptions of ethics on its head  

Mehmoona Moosa-Mitha, page 16 

September 2007  

Tough Choices - Giving Advice to Family and Friends: What could be more normal — or more dangerous? 

Bill Engleson, page 20 

March 2007  

Tough Choices - Elderly, Alcoholic and Alone: Can I protect my client from her harmful behaviours? 

Mary Petty & Leah Douglas, page 20 

September 2006 (Special Issue on Ethical Practice) 

The Power of Ethical Social Work Practice  



Christina McLennan, Dawn Hemingway, page 5 

The Dance between Autonomy and Abandonment 

Louise Holland, page 6 

Ethical Considerations in Inter-professional Practice: Maintaining our Ethical Balance on the Health Care 

Team  

Katrina Ludwig, page 10 

Drawing the Line: Ethical Considerations in Research with Abused Women 

Ramona Alaggia, page 15 

Tough Choices - Balancing Trust with Safety: Where’s the Line in Breaking Confidentiality?  

Bill Engleson, page 16 

March 2006  

Tough Choices - The Challenges of Leadership: When Budget Cuts Cut into What’s Right 

Judith Globerman; Michael Crawford (editor), page 16 

November 2005 

Tough Choices -How Close is too Close? When to Report a Colleague’s Inappropriate Behaviour 

Bill Engleson; Michael Crawford (editor), page 20 

September 2005 

Tough Choices - Sorting Out the Way of Counselling: Against Your Better Judgement 

Marianne Boak, Heather Cooke, and Anais Hamann; Michael Crawford (editor), page 16 

March 2005  

Tough Choices - Taking steps to protect children isn’t always clear: Aboriginal agencies must honour 

cultural values 

Joanne Armstrong, Ava Dean, & Gord Bruyere; Michael Crawford (editor), page 16 

Winter 2004  

Tough Choices - What if you are attracted to the relative of a client? Your professional ethics still apply, if 

your actions will affect your client 

Stuart Alcock; Michael Crawford (editor), page 24 



Spring 2004 

Tough Choices - Can you be accused of wrongly influencing a will? When you deal with elderly clients you 

are also dealing with their families 

Alison Leaney; Michael Crawford (editor), page 24 

Autumn 2003 

Tough Choices - Pushing the limits of client advocacy: What if your clients plan a criminal act as a way to 

make a point? 

Charmaine Spencer; Michael Crawford (editor), page 24 

Spring 2003  

Tough Choices - The challenge of supporting community standards: By supporting community self-

governance we support individuals  

Richard Vedan; Michael Crawford (editor), page 24 

 

 

 

Perspectives is a publication of the British Columbia Association of Social Workers 

 

Publication occurs three times a year. Articles up to 1,500 words will be considered, but publication is not guaranteed and copy 
may be edited to fit the space available, or for legal or other reasons. The views expressed in articles published in Perspectives 
are not necessarily those of the BCASW or the Editorial Committee. For reprint permissions and back copies, please contact the 
BCASW office. Policies and guidelines for placing advertising and inserts in Perspectives can be obtained from BCASW’s website 
or by emailing BCASW. 
 

 

Exclusion of Liability: Perspectives Tough Choices column 

 
This column is intended to stimulate thinking and critical analysis and to encourage a free exchange of competing views about 
ethical problems encountered in social work. The names of those who submit an ethical dilemma are not published and 
identifying information is modified to ensure confidentiality. The analysis provided is not offered as legal or professional advice, 
nor is it intended in any way to be relied upon as a practice prescription to be followed in similar situations. The statements and 
opinions expressed herein are those of the individual author and not those of the Editorial Committee of Perspectives or 
BCASW. Any reliance upon this analysis shall be at the user’s own risk, without any legal recourse to the author or the 
Association for any claim, whether in negligent misrepresentation, or otherwise. Practitioners should seek specific advice from 
colleagues on specific factual circumstances and, where appropriate, consult with legal counsel or the body that regulates 
standards of practice. Questions and comments about this column, and ethical dilemmas may be sent in confidence to Dianne 
Heath c/o Perspectives or to: bcasw@bcasw.org 

 

 


